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Surgery: Its Principles and Practice. For Students and 
Practitioners. By Astley Paston Cooper Ashhurst, 
A.B., M.D., F.A.C.S., Instructor in Surgery in the University 
of Pennsylvania; Associate Surgeon to the Episcopal Hospital; 
Assistant Surgeon to the Philadelphia Orthopedic Hospital and 
Infirmary for Nervous Diseases. Pp. 1141, with 7 colored 
plates and 1032 illustrations, mostly original, in the text. Phila¬ 
delphia and New York: Lea & Febiger, 1914. 

Ashhurst, in a single volume of 1141 pages, has very success¬ 
fully condensed for the students’ purpose the principles under¬ 
lying the subject of surgery. In his preface he states that the 
book is written to furnish a foundation upon which a knowledge 
of surgery may be built. Throughout the book consistently con¬ 
forms to this idea. While many of the descriptions are brief, 
they at least call attention to the existence of the surgical lesion 
in question and outline its treatment—all that could be expected 
of a volume of such limited scope. 

The book is divided into three general headings: (1) General 
surgery, which is discussed in nine chapters; (2) systemic surgery, 
discussed in seven chapters, and (3) regional surgery, in thirteen 
chapters. 

The colored plates and 1032 illustrations have all been selected 
most wisely, to illustrate certain definite types of surgical lesion 
or their treatment. 

The first four chapters are devoted to surgical pathology, with 
clinical descriptions and therapeusis sufficient to supplement 
such pathological knowledge as the student may have, and are 
commendably sufficient for all practical purposes. 

Chapter V is devoted to surgical technique, minor surgery, and 
anesthesia, and is a model of condensation. 

Exception should be taken to the use of carbolic acid as a means 
either of skin antisepsis or in preparation of the hands, because 
of the dangers underlying its use and its insufficiency of action. 
Under the subject of skin preparation Ashhurst does not enumerate 
enough of the present-day methods to give an entirely satisfactory 
idea of the standard methods now in use. 

Under the subject of aspiration it would also seem wise to have 
discarded the antiquated method of aspiration by the prepara¬ 
tion of a vacuum by the suction pump, and to have substituted 
in its place the alcohol method of Connell and the aspiration by 
means of the modified Sprengle pump (Kenyon and Poole). 

The portion devoted to local anesthesia is incomplete, in that 
no mention is made of novocain for infiltration anesthesia or 
tropococain in spinal anesthesia. 

Chapters VI, VII, VIII, and IX are devoted to the various 
forms of traumatism and are sufficiently comprehensive to meet 
the needs for which the book is written. 
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Systemic surgery, i. e., surgery of the blood-vascular system, 
bones, joints, etc., is discussed in seven chapters. 

The chapter devoted to fractures is especially commendable, 
although it would seem wiser to have introduced a description 
of the moulded plaster splints of Stimson. 

The chapter devoted to the diseases of bones and joints are 
sufficiently complete, and consist of a readable and well-classified 
mass of surgical data. 

The chapter on orthopedic surgery is a commendable addition 
to a work on surgery. 

The remaining chapters, XVII to XXIX inclusive, deal with 
the subject of regional surgery. 

Chapters XVII and XVIII deal with the head and spine, and 
are excellent. Chapter XIX gives sufficient of the surgery of the 
face, mouth, and neck, and is specially well illustrated by appro¬ 
priately chosen illustrations. 

The surgery of the breast, chest wall, lungs, hernia of the 
abdomen, the gastro-intestinal tract, and the gall-bladder, liver, 
pancreas, and spleen are handled" in a very thorough and read¬ 
able manner in the succeeding chapters, and conform to the modern 
opinions existing concerning these regions. 

It might have been wiser to have placed the chapter on venereal 
diseases, the surgery of the male genital organs, and the surgery 
of the urethra and prostate before the surgery of the bladder and 
kidneys, and to have included some description of the modern use 
of neosalvarsan in the treatment of syphilis. 

The final chapter on the surgery of the female genital organs 
is scarcely sufficient to meet the needs of the modern student. 
As far as the subject is discussed it is admirably handled. 

Taken as a whole the book presents a readable, accurate conden¬ 
sation of the subject of modern surgery, and should find a ready 
field of usefulness as a text-book for the student and as a handy 
reference-book for the general practitioner. J. M. H. 


Development and Anatomy of the Nasal Accessory Sinuses. 

By Warren B. Davis, M.D. 

This work is based on 290 lateral nasal walls, the material being 
obtained partly from the postmortem room of the Friedrichshain 
Krankenhaus, Berlin, from the Daniel Baugh Institute of Anatomy 
of Philadelphia, and the gynecological and obstetrical depart¬ 
ments of Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia. The first 
two chapters are devoted to the method used in preparing and 
obtaining the specimens and the kind of anatomical material 



